
April 5, 2022 

This week I would like to share with you the first part of Pope Francis’ Prayer for 
Peace on March 16, 2022, to pray and reflect on as you pray for our brothers and 
sisters in Ukraine. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace 

O Mary, Mother of God and our mother, in this time of trial we turn to you. As our mother, you love us 
and know us: No concern of our hearts is hidden from you. Mother of mercy, how often we have 
experienced your watchful care and your peaceful presence! You never cease to guide us to Jesus, the 
prince of peace. 

Yet we have strayed from that path of peace. We have forgotten the lesson learned from the tragedies 
of the last century, the sacrifice of the millions who fell in two world wars. We have disregarded the 
commitments we made as a community of nations. We have betrayed peoples’ dreams of peace and the 
hopes of the young. We grew sick with greed, we thought only of our own nations and their interests, 
we grew indifferent and caught up in our selfish needs and concerns. 

Immaculate Heart a refuge for the church and for all humanity. By God’s gracious will, you are ever 
with us; even in the most troubled moments of our history, you are there to guide us with tender love. 

We now turn to you and knock at the door of your heart. We are your beloved children. In every age 
you make yourself known to us, calling us to conversion. At this dark hour, help us and grant us your 
comfort. Say to us once more: “Am I not here, I who am your Mother?” You are able to untie the knots 
of our hearts and of our times. In you we place our trust. We are confident that, especially in moments 
of trial, you will not be deaf to our supplication and will come to our aid. 

That is what you did at Cana in Galilee, when you interceded with Jesus and he worked the first of his 
signs. To preserve the joy of the wedding feast, you said to him: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3). Now, O 
Mother, repeat those words and that prayer, for in our own day we have run out of the wine of hope, 
joy has fled, fraternity has faded. We have forgotten our humanity and squandered the gift of peace. 
We opened our hearts to violence and destructiveness. How greatly we need your maternal help! 

Mother Mary, hear our prayer.  


